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PEOPLE or ENGLAND, 


4 CONCLUDING WITH A 
Foetical INVOCATA 0 * 
TRE a TO THE 
i GENIUS or ENGLAND: 
* WITH A = 


The Pull be long. and A-, NOW pull wh all, 
See | at your Feet Corruption's Hydra fall. 
N See ! rous'd Britannia, heal d each cloſing Wound, 
en Spring like Antæus ſtrength'n'd from the Ground. 
| See! new-born Health relume her gladd'n'd Face, 
And wonted Valour waſh out paſt Diſgrace. 
Soon the French Lilies their ſick Heads ſhall droop, © — ® 
Soon the proud Dons to Britiſb Valour ſtoop. ' 
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ET an Engliſoman reflect one Moment on the prefent 

calamitous Situation of his Country, and the glorious 
Situation that Country was in ſome few Years ago, and 
without the leaſt Pretence to the Spirit of Divination, he muſt im- 
mediately conclude, either that the Hand of Providence hath been 
mighty in bringing about this great and wonderful Change to hum- 
ble our Pride, and to give us as a dreadful Example of Diſtreſs to 


the neighbouring Nations: or there hath happened, by a ſtrange 
Concurrence of Circumſtances, a great Diminution of national 


Spirit, a prodigious Decay of that Genius and Courage which 
lately, very lately, ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed this little Iſland 
above all the other Parts of the Globe; or that the Body politick, 
like a Body natural, is on the Decline, full of Diſeaſe, and in 
the laſt Stage of a Conſumption ; or that the Men who have go- 
verned the Buſineſs of the State have been inadequate to their 
Appointments, and unqualified for the important Truſt repoſed 
in them. Not being one of thoſe ſour diſconſolate Mortals, who 
always think the Times they live in the worſt and moſt aban- 
doned, (doubtleſs there have been Periods of the Engiiſb Hiſtory 
marked with as deep Hues of Flagitiouſneſs even as the preſent) I 
ſhall not be fo ſuperſtitious as to impute our Misfortunes to the 
immediate Vengeance of Heaven. 
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The Pulſe of the Nation ſtill beats high Life, and the old 


Engliſb Spirit wants nothing but Opportunity to exert itſelf with 


its wonted Energy. We cannot, therefore, with any Shadow of 
Reaſon, aſſign our Diſtreſs to a want of Courage, and a general 


Dearth of Merit in the Kingdom. The Conſtitution, though 
ſhaken and greatly debilitated, hath good Stamina, and with all 
her Infirmities is ſtill recoverable, with the due Application of 
proper Remedies, and a new Portion of Health infuſed into her 
Veins : It cannot, therefore, be owing to any Deficiency in that 
Point. Tis evident then, beyond a Doubt, clear as the cleareſt 
Propoſition in Euclid, that bad Conduct alone at the Helm hath 
been the great influential Cauſe which hath plunged us into all 
our Difficulties. 

The Proſperity or Miſery of a Country depends on its. good or 
bad Adminiſtration. The grand Criterion of the Miniſter's Abi- 
lities, is the Condition of the People. If the People are in flou- 
riſhing Circumſtances, -quiet, and obedient to the Laws, active 
in Buſineſs, of a chearful Countenance, in Union at Home, and 
reſpected Abroad, we may fairly conclude that the Guides are ab/e 
and boneft, Men of Judgment and Integrity, and fit to be employed: 


On the other hand, if the Peopte are generally diffatisfied, full 
of Murmuring and Diſcontent; if they ſpeak contemptuouſly of 


their Rulers, and not over reſpectfully of their Chief Magiſtrate; 
if they abound in diſmal Conjecture, and mutual Diſtruſt ; ſhould 
there be at the ſame Time a prodigious Decay of Trade, diſtreſſ- 
ful Diminution of Specie, vaſt Accumulation of "Taxes, laviſh 
Expenditure of the publick Money, with a long Train of diſaſtrous 
Events, treading on the Heels of one another for a Length of 
Years, we may pronounce, without the leaſt Danger of having 
the Integrity of our Judgment queſtioned, that the Adminiſtra- 
tion is weak, inſufficient, and injudiciouſſy appointed. 

Are we not preciſely under the diſmal Predicament depictured 
above? Can Hiſtory produce an Inftance of ſo ſudden and fo rapid 
a Declenſion, as the Annals of the preſent Miniſtry will tranſmit 
to Poſterity ? What was this Nation twenty Years 80, in point 


of 


1 

of external as well as internal Influence? in point of foreign ag 
well as domeſtick Weight? Why, confeſſedly the greateſt, the 
moſt powerful, the moſt reſpectable Nation in the World. What 
is it now ? Why, confeſſedly the moſt exhauſted; the moſt il1- 
uſed, and the moſt diſcontented Nation in Europe. Whence this 
ſudden Tranſition from Greatneſs to Meanneſs, from Splendor 
to Contempt? What can it be owing to? Not to want of Men 
or Money, the internal Strength of the Kingdom was never ſo 
great, and the 'Freaſury never ſo profuſely ſupphed. It cannot 
be owing to national Deſpondency, and an Extinction of the old 
Britiſh Spirit; the gallant Conduct at Fort Omoa, and the ſoldierly 
Behaviour at the Savannah; reprobate the degrading Idea. The 
Reaſon is clearly this We are moſt egregiouſly deficient in the 
diſcerning Faculty. We want Judgment to direct the great Maſs 
of Power inherent in the Nation. The Vis Conſilii expers never 
operated with ſuch powerful Evidence of InaB1L1TyY, as. during 
the preſent Direction of Affairs. We reprobate the M=—, not 
for want of Honeſty, but for want of common Diſcretion ; not 
for Raſtineſs and too daring Enterprize, but for Timidity, and un- 
common Deficiency of Spirit; not for perſonally embezaling the 
publick Treaſure, but for nototrious and ſcandalous Miſapplica- 
tion of it; not for deliberate Combination againſt the Intereſt of 
their Country, but for Incapacity to manage and direct that In- 
tereſt to the beſt Advantage; not for wilfully clogging the Wheels 
of Government, but for want of Sagacity to put them in proper 
Motion, and give the great Machine of State its full Force and 
Energy; we reprobate them for redueing this once opulent Coun- 
try to Indigence, for obſtinately perſevering in a Plan of Manage- 
ment apparently big with inevitable Ruin; in ſhort, for total In- 
ſufficieney and Unworthineſs to govern. Hath not every Effort 
operated as Weakneſs under their Direction? Hath not every 
Undertaking terminated in eventual Impotence? Had the King 
of France himſelf nominated a ;, and appointed an A———n; 
had Frenchmen themſelves governed the Kingdom for ſeven Years 
laſt paſt, they could not have more afſidnouſly and more ſyſtema- 
B 2 tically 


171 


tically promoted the Intereſt of the Houſe of Bourbon, than the 
Set of unproſperous Beings employed at preſent. | 
The French Cabinet wiſhed for nothing fo ardently as the Diſ- 
junction of the Colonies from the Parent State. Have not the 
preſent M——y ſtretched every Nerve of their Power, exhauſted 
every Mode of Reſource, to accelerate this Plan ? Have they not 
ſpent forty Millions of Money, ſacrificed fifty thouſand Men, in 
unremittingly endeavouring to accompliſh this capital Object, 
this grand De/ideratum of French Politicks? They have at length 
completed their Syſtem, to the eternal Diſgrace of their Country, 
and to the everlaſting Reprobation of the Politicks of the Times, 
that could ſuffer an abandoned M to go ſuch Lengths with- 
out Controul. "1129! 
It was a leading Point in View in the French Government, to 
gain Time and Opportunity, to increaſe and ſtrengthen their 
Marine. They knew very well that Great-Britain owes all her 
Importance, nay, her very Exiſtence as a great commercial Na- 
tion, to her Superiority by Sea: To check this Supremacy was 
the Ultimatum of their Wiſhes; it was an Object worthy of the 
Attention of the great Sartine. Every Sinew of the State was 
ſtretched to accompliſh this important End. Our good-natured 
M, as if they had been really Natives of France, have vir- 
tually aided and aſſiſted them to the utmoſt of their Power, in 
this deſtructive Undertaking. They fooliſhly negotiated, when 
they ſhould have fought. They were lulled by falſe Promiſes, 
and a ridiculous Idea of empty Expedients, when they ſhould 
have armed and boldly hurled out Defiance. They ſuffered the 
Enemy to increaſe their Navy to its preſent formidable Magnitude, 
and unpardonably neglected their own, under the vain Preſump- 
tion that they would connive at the American Conqueſt, The 
French undoubtedly encouraged the Spani/h Mediation. How 
greedily did the Miniſters ſwallow the Bait? How were they lulled 
with the Blandiſhments of the cunning Almadovor? Their Point 
was to gain Time, and fall with deuble and united Force on a 
diſtracted and impoveriſhed Kingdom, diſmantled of her veteran 
Troops, 
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Troops, panicked with the Dread of an Invaſion, and intimi- 
dated with a ſuperior Fleet, and to end it at a Blow. Errors in 
Judgment may be venial in one or two repeated Inſtances, but 
nineteen Efforts in twenty damned with conſtant Miſcarriage, the 
Bigotry of a Romiſb Prieſt would ſcarcely abſolve. Can an injured 
Nation then acquieſce? Hath ſhe not a Right to complain, to 
remonſtrate, to apply to the Feelings of the ----, and beg Re- 
dreſs? Weak Men and bad Meaſures have frequently plunged this 
Kingdom into perilous Situations ; but the Genius of the Land, 

the Vigour of the Conſtitution, and ſpeedy Alteration of Con- 
duct, hath ſtill preſerved us from ſinking. 

The K of E------ is generally allowed to be honeſt, to poſ- 
ſeſs a good Heart, to love his Country, and would not wiſh to 
ſtretch one Fibre of the Prerogative beyond its legal Length: But 
was not his Youth tainted with early Prejudice ? Was not he largely 


ſprinkled with the anhallowed Water of Party? Hath not his Diſ- 


poſition taken a Bias unfortunate to the true Intereſt of his Coun- 
try? How otherwiſe can we account for his inflexible Attachment 
to a Set of Men, who ſeem to have been produced on the Stage 


of Action by Providence on purpoſe to humble the Pride of the 
Nation, and diſgrace the Name f B--------, The ſenſible Kings 


of England, when the Tide of Popularity ran high in Disfavour 
of Men employed, and Meaſures purſued ; when Uneaſineſs and 
reiterated Blunder demonſtrated their Inſufficiency, wiſely liſtened 
to the Exigences of the Times, and changed them ; by this Con- 
duct they ſaved the Nation, and preſerved the Dignity of the Em- 
pire. Thoſe who have been weak and ſtubborn enough to perſe- 


vere in Plans evidently deſtructive to the very Being of the Con- 


ſtitution, have deſervedly felt the Vengeance of an injured People. 


Is there an Angliſbman that doth not approve of the Depoſition of 
a Richard the Second, the Humiliation of a Charles the Firſt, and 


2 Baniſhment of a James the Second? Oppoſition hath been ca- 


lummated as a Faction: The Men in that Line have been repre- 
ſented as Enemies to their Country, as Promoters of Rebellion, as 
Betrayers of the Secrets of the Nation, as Impediments in the 


Wheels 
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Wheels of Government, in ſhort, as the Authors of all the — 
fortunes the Country groans under. 
| Let the Reader take this Obſervation by the way (and the 
| univerſal Evidence of Hiſtory verifies the Truth of it) the moft 
flagitious Adminiſtrations that have ever diſgraced the Annals of 
this Country, have always been the moſt profuſe and illiberal in 
the Abuſe of their Opponents. How did the Courtiers in the 
Days of Charles the Firſt reprobate and blacken the Men who 
dared to reſiſt the Torrent of Deſpotiſm, which had well nigh 
deluged the Kingdom? How virulently did the Tories at the latter 
End of Queen Anne's Reign vilify and defame the Whigs, for en- 
deavouring to ſave their Country from the baneful Influence which 
too viſibly operated in favour of the abdicated Family. All Op- 
poſition to a good Adminiſtration is confeſſedly wicked and fac- 
tious; but Oppoſition to a bad Adminiſtration is not only com- 
mendable, but the very Eſſence of Patriotiſm, and the greateſt 
Effort of publick Spirit that can poſſibly ſhow itſelf for the Be- 
nefit of the Country. Can the moſt ſanguine Partizan of the 
preſent Adminiſtration preſume to ſay, that it hath been good ? 
| By what Teft, by what Criterion are we to judge of the Word 
f good ? If bad Succeſs in almoſt every Undertaking, unexampled 
Miſapplication of the publick Money, unfortunate Choice of 
Commanders in naval and military Appointments, be a convin- 
cing Proof of a good Adminiſtration, there never was a better 
than the preſent: If loading the Nation with Taxes almoſt un- 
ſupportable, if diſmembering the Empire of her beſt and moſt 
profitable Appendages, loſing her important Iſlands, ſuffering the 1 
Navy of England to be inſulted in the Channel, for want of a 1 
proper Force to chaſtiſe the Inſolence of the Enemy, and the I 
Kingdom to labour under the Horrors of an Invaſion ; if theſe 3 
are ſtrong Evidences of a good and able Adminiſtration, there 
never was a better and abler than the preſent; If finking this 
once flouriſhing Country from the higheſt Pitch of Glory and 
Importance, to the loweſt Ebb of Inconſequence and Debility 
i clipping the Wings of Commerce, impeding Trade, * 
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1 
the Manufactories for want of Employment, ſpreading a general 
Face of Poverty all over the Community; if increaſing and abet- 
ing an unconſtitutional Influence in the Crown, lowering the 
landed Property at leaſt one fourth in Value, making the Go- 
vernment ridiculous Abroad, and contemptible at Home; if theſe 


are powerful Symptoms of a vigorous and manly Adminiſtration, 
England never had a more vigorous and manly one than the pre- 


It hath been objected to Oppoſition, that by Miſrepreſentation, 
Exaggeration, and inflammatory Diſcourſes, they have greatly 
contributed to increaſe the Calamities of their Country. If to 
cenſure Meafures demonſtrably inimical to the true Intereſt of 
this Country, and which Meaſures fatally perſevered in have 
brought us to the very Brink of Deſtruction; if this be Miſre- 
preſentation, Oppoſition muſt plead guilty. If to paint the Dif- 


trefles of the Kingdom in true, but glowing Colours; to lament 
the want of Vigour and Deciſion in our Plans; if to preach up 


Oeconomy and publick Reformation; if to combat the preſent 
calamitous Syſtem with Ardour, as big with inevitable Ruin ; if 
this is Exaggeration, Oppoſition 1s culpable. If to rouſe the Peo- 
ple to a proper Feeling of their dangerous Situation; if to give 
them an adequate Idea of their own Importance and Conſequence 
in the Scale of Government ; 1f this be to inflame, and incite to 
Sedition, Oppoſition muſt plead guilty. 


But, ſay the preſent Men in Power, though we have been con- 


feſſedly guilty of more Blunders than any of our Predeceſſors; 


though every Enterprize hath miſcarried under our Direction; 
though we Have profeſſedly ſquandered away the publick Money, 
yet it is extremely wrong and impolitick in Oppoſition to abuſe 
and cenſure our Conduct, as it is only expoſing the Nakedneſs of 
the Country to the Enemy, degrading us in the Eyes of Europe; 
in ſhort, it is palpably bedaubing our own Neſts. An excellent 
Argument this in favour of blundering, corrupt Miniſters; for 
the more weak and competent they are, the more it is our Duty 
to acqureſce and confide in their Conduct. Their very Folly and 
Imprudence 
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Imprudence is their Sanction, and Exemption from Cenſure. The 
Turks have a ſtrange Veneration for Idiots, they think them the 
peculiar Favourites of Heaven, and almoſt pay them divine Ho- 
nours; if the People of England were Mahometans, they might 
then indeed, under the Authority of Preſcription, with ſome Sha- 
dow of Reaſon commend and admire their preſent Governors; 
but as they are, or at leaſt profeſs themſelves to be Chriſtians, 
they are bound, by every Impulſe of national Indignation, to re- 
ject and abominate them. 

Nothing ſhows the Degeneracy of this Country ſo ſtrongly, 
nothing exhibits ſuch powerful Symptoms of its approaching 
Diſſolution, as the intemperate Zeal which hath lately appeared 
in a certain Set of Men, not only to depreciate and diſgrace the 
Word Patriot, and to make it a Term of Reproach, but to im- 
pede the Operation of the Principle, and 'to quench every Spark 
of publick Zeal. The Moment a Man hath Spirit and Honeſty 
enough to diſſent from the Majority, and to ſpeak his Sentiments 
freely of the Calamities of the Times, that Moment he labours 
under the Ignominy of being called a Patriot. This Idea, in its 
preſent Latitude of Interpretation, is of moſt dreadful Extent ; 


it involves in its Vortex every Thing that is detrimental to the 
Conſtitution, every Thing that is unfriendly to the King; it ſup- 


poſes an Inclination to overturn the ſettled Eſtabliſnment, and 
once more to introduce Anarchy and Confuſion into the State. 
How low will the evil Spirit of Party fink this once reſpectable 
Country? Can it be conceived, that a large Body of Men of the 


moſt diſtinguiſhed Abilities, of the firſt Fortunes and Families in 


the Kingdom, Men well educated, full of the generous Spirit of 
their Anceſtors, well principled in the Knowledge of the Conſti- 
tution, well acquainted with its Laws, Dependencies, and Con- 
nexions, well accompliſhed in the Politicks of paſt Times, well 
read in the different Views and Schemes of the ſeparate States of 
Europe, not ſolicitous to degrade the preſent Men becauſe they 
want their Places, but becauſe the Places loudly call for them, be- 
cauſe the N eceſſity of the Times demands Spirit and Deciſion, not 

mean 
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mean and temporizing when out of Power, nor proud and over- 
bearing when in, whoſe Fathers and Grandfathers were the great 
Abettors of the Revolution, and who have eminently ſignalized 
themſelves. in their Attachment to the Family on the Throne : 
Can we ſuppoſe, I ſay, that a Set of Men of this known Pre- 
eminence and acknowledged Conſequence, can deliberately and 
on fixed ſteady Plan enter into a Combination againſt the Welfare 
and Being of their Country ? Can they be in their Hearts real 
Enemies to the Conſtitution, Traitors to their King, in ſhort, 
Rogues and Raſcals of the firſt Magnitude? Nothing but the ex- 
treme Rancidity of Party, in its firſt Decoction of Malignity, 
could poſſibly broach fo diabolical an Idea. 

The grand Teſt and Touchſtone of Character 1s Conduct and 
Action. Have not theſe Men uniformly and ſteadily oppoſed all 


the Meaſures which have proved fo glaringly deſtructive to this 


Nation? Did they not reprobate the American War in every Stage 
of it progreſſively, from its firſt unhappy Commencement to its 
preſent Maturity of Misfortunes ? Have they not perpetually urged 
the Neceſſity of Accommodation, and the Expediency of with- 
drawing the Troops, and of turning the Force of the Kingdom 
againſt its natural Foe the Frenab? Did they not foreſee and fore- 
warn the Miniſter of the fatal League of Amity between France 
and America, long before the Treaty was ratified ? Was there not 
a Moment of Reconciliation then open, and how ardently were 
the Men in Power preſſed by them to ſeize it? Did they not clearly 
ſee through the then tranſparent Conduct of the ſhuffling Almo- 
davar? Did they not urge the Neceſſity of vigorous Meadures, and 
denounce the inevitable ſubſequent Operation of the Family Com- 
pact ? Is there an: Engliſtman, with a Ray of Intellect, but muſt 
acknowledge, that if either or any of the above Plans had been 
purſued, this Country would not haye worn the melancholy Af- 
pect 1t doth at preſent, 

It hath been aſked, with an Air of Triumph, and with an Aſ- 
ſurance ominous, 1 think, to the Dignity of this Cauntry, if the 
preſent Set of Men were turned out, where could a better be 

C found ? 
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found? We anſwer, reſting the Aſſertion on the Evidence of their 
own Conduct, and the pernicious Conſequences that have inva- 
riably attended that Conduct, that it is impoſſible to find out a 
worſe; the whole Hiſtory of England cannot produce a worſe. 
What conſtitutes the Difference between a good and a bad 
Aooooocooc- n? Doubtleſs the Condition of the People, and the 
Situation the Nation is in reſpecting foreign and domeſtick Af- 
fairs. Were the People ever in more deplorable Circumſtances 
than at preſent ? Did they ever groan under ſuch a heavy Load of 
Misfortunes ? When was the Nation in ſuch Peril, and fo near a 
Precipice ? There never was an Idea broached by the wildeſt Fa- 
naticks of Party, ſo full of degrading Implication, ſo big with 
general national Defamation as this; it effectually puts Caligula's 
dreadful Wiſh into Operation, and at one Stroke extirpates all 
the Virtue in the Kingdom. Is the Dearth of Merit ſo great, as 
there cannot be found out an abler Financier than ----- „a more 
active and better inſtructed firſt Lord of the -- than --------, 
a more diſcerning and more ſpirited Miniſter of State than ------- ? 
If theſe are the firſt Rate Characters in the Kingdom, the Cream 
and Quinteſſence of national Excellence, alas! my Country, to 
what a low Ebb of Humiliation art thou fallen ? 

If Miniſters are reſponſible to the King and People for their 
Conduct, as the Spirit of the Conſtitution loudly . it is 
inconceivable how the preſent Men can preſume to attempt excul- 
pating themſelves. If they alledge in their Favour, that they have 


acted to the beſt of their Knowledge, and to the utmoſt Extent 


of their Abilities, we know from fatal Experience that their 
Knowledge hath operated as Ignorance, and their Abilities and 
Efforts have ended in Weakneſs. If they ſay that all ſublunary 
Projects and Schemes are ſubject to Accident, and that they could 
not command Events, it is anſwered, that all ill-concerted Plans 


that wear the ſtrong and evident Marks of Diſappointment and 


bad Conſtruction in the Face of them, moſt commonly miſcarry, 
and end unfortunately. If they complain that the Men they have 


2 have deceived them, and: not executed their Orders, doth 
it 
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yond Redemption? 


„ 


it not ſhow great want of Diſcernment and Judgement to chooſe 
Men of proper Capacities, and with Abilities conſonant to their 
Employments? If they impute their Miſcarriages to the turbu- 
lent Spirit of Oppoſition, the Accuſation is falſe, they have fore- 
told every Misfortune that hath happened to them, and cautioned 
them againſt proſecuting Schemes ſo. palpably detrimental to the 
Welfare of their Country. There remains, therefore, no Pallia- 
tive for their Conduct, but Ignorance or Diſhoneſty ; their worſt 
Enemies exempt them from the laſt, their warmeſt Advocates ſad- 
dle them with the firſt Imputation. 

Would it be prudent in a Father of a Family, if his only Son 
was ill with a dreadful Fever, to ſend for a Phyſician to attend 
him, who was never known to ſave a Patient, and who was 


remarkable for the fatal Miſapplication of Medicine ? Would 


it be wiſe in a Man, who had a Suit of Law depending, on 
the Succeſs or Miſcarriage of which his whole Fortune ulti- 
mately reſted, would it be wiſe, I ſay, in this Man to employ 
a Lawyer chronicled for Blunder, reprobated for Miſtake, who 
never was known to gain a Cauſe for his Client? Would it be 
commendable in a General of an Army to commiſſion an Of- 
ficer to conduct an important Eaterprize, on the proper Manage- 
ment of which the whole Fate of the War depended, notorious 
for Incapacity and precipitate Behaviour, and who was never 
known to have done a gallant Action? Can it then be Wiſdom 
in a ſenſible People, and a well-meaning King, to continue in 
Employment a Set of Men, who by Blunders and bad Conduct 
have plunged their. Country into ſuch a dreadful Situation, that 
one Blunder more of Magnitude moſt probably will fink it be- 

The mean, daſtardly Spirit that dictated the Peace of Paris, 
hath lately operated in the Councils of this Kingdom, ever ſince 
that precipitate Meaſure. The haſty Reſignation of all our glorious 
Conqueſts, too plainly indicates our Incapacity for Negociation. 
Emerging from the Aſhes of Deſtruction, the French ſoon after 
inſulted us at Tur#'s Iſland, and the Spaniard braved us at Falk- 
lands Iſland, All Europe was aſtoniſhed at the Tameneſs of the 
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Britiſh Government: But Peace at any Rate, Peace, even under 
publick Infamy, was the Determination of the Cabinet. The 
Variety of Adminiſtrations that ſacceeded one another, after the 


Acceſſion of his preſent ------- to the Throne, too plainly demon- 
ſtrate the Influence of Favouritiſm. At length one was made up 


of the Lumber of all Parties, collected from the Shreds and tat- 


tered Remnants of broken Connexions, and diſappointed Expec- 
tancy: It was a Compound of rank Toryiſm, and apoſtate deſul- 
tory Whiggiſm. What could be expected from this diſcordant 


Aſſemblage but Indeciſion, crude undigeſted Schemes, a perpetual 


Fluctuation between Weakneſs and Raſhneſs, between violent 
precipitate Meaſures, and low Submiſſion ? A Chief was wanting 
to head this motley Crew: Stand forth, ----- for thou art the 


Man. This unhappy Figure has long been the ſwaggering oſten- 
ſible Punch on the Stage of A------------n, to anſwer for the Con- 
duct of the ſubordinate Puppets employed under him, though all 
his Motions have by ſome been conjectured to have been directed 
by a chief Juggler behind the Scenes. His Talents were ſuppoſed 


to be great in Finance, but how have they operated? In Taxes 


unprofitable, in Funds unproductive. What Plan hath been pur- 
ſued, what Meaſure adopted, what Scheme undertaken, to relieve 


the Neceſſities of the Country? With an Indolence of Temper 
that would diſgrace a Taylor, diſhonour a Monk ; with a Supine- 
neſs of Soul that would ſcarce take the Pains of aſcending a Hill 
half a Mile high, though ſure to gain Heaven at the Summit ; 
this Man hath had the Weakneſs and Preſumption to take upon 
him the Government of a great Empire, in perilous Times, which 
demanded firſt-rate Abilities, the quickeſt Diſpatch, and the moſt 
conſummate Intrepidity ; with a Compals of Intellect well enough, 
indeed, adapted to the Drudgery of the Treaſury, and the labo- 


rious Inveſtigation of Ways and Means, but infinitely too nar- 


row and contracted for the great comprehenſive Scope of Govern- 
ment; with not one fifteenth Part of the Spirit of a Chatham, 
one tenth of the Judgment of a Cecil, not half the financial Merit 
of a Grenville; with all the ſmooth accommodating Accompliſh- 

ments 
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ments of a Valpolb, without his Abilities; he hath had the fatal 
Reſolution (fatal indeed to this Country) to perſevere in the Di- 
rection of the Affairs of the Realm againſt the avowed Indignation 
of the People, againſt the ſtrong and reprobating Evidence of a 
long Series of ſucceſſive Misfortunes, againſt the Clamours of an 
incenſed Nation, that ſtands aghaſt at her preſent dreadful Situation, 
and looks on him as the Author of the vaſt and complicated Ruin; 
with a Heart perhaps not deliberately bad, with a Line of Con- 
duct perhaps not deſignedly inimical to his Country, his Heart 
and his Conduct have acted virtually and eventually as if both 
had been diſhoneſt; and Poſterity will be apt to call that Treach- 
ery, which we conjecture to be Ignorance; deem that a fixed re- 
gularly-planned Conſpiracy againſt the Welfare and Honour of 
the Nation, which we Moderns eſteem to be ſimple Incapacity. 
With a Texture of Diſpoſition quite different from the common 
Maſs of Mankind, ſerious even to melancholy on Trifles, but jo- 
cular to indecent Intemperance on Subjects of the deepeſt Import- 
ance, he blubbered in the Senate at the Loſs of a Son, a common 
Accident, but laughed at the Loſs of thirteen Provinces, a Wound 
in the Vitals of his Country, which admits of no Reparation, pro- 
fuſe in Promiſe, unpunctnal in Performance, a Slave to the Man- 
dates of the firſt M-------- -, though in Show and outward Profeſ- 
ſion the Friend of the People, able enough at the common Routine 
of trivial official Buſineſs, but loſt and bewildered in Debates on the 
weighty Concerns of the State : For puny Device, for underhand 
Jobb, for latent Practice, few Ages can produce his equal; but weigh 
him in the great Scale of Politicks, take him in the Knowledge of 
the true Intereſt of his Country, in forming a proper Arrange- 
ment of Meaſures, in diſcerning the different Views and Plans of 
the ſeparate States of Europe, in giving the Force of the Nation 
its full Vigour and due Operation, in making the beſt Uſe of 
Time and Circumſtance, in ſeizing Opportunity with Sagacity and 
Spirit, no Period in the Compaſs of Hiſtory can produce a firſt 


Manager fo capitally deficient. His Views extend no farther than 
the annual Supplies ; and provided the Nation will put. Money 
5 liberally 
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liberally into the Purſe of the Treaſury, like honeſt Tago in the 
Play, he ſeems not to care how or by what Means, 
The unconſtitutional Influence of the Crown hath ſwelled under 


him to ſuch an alarming Magnitude, as juſtly rouzes every true 


Lover of Freedom; and the fatal Period fo often foretold, and fo 
much dreaded by our provident Anceſtors, ſeems to be approach- 
ing with haſty Strides, which hath been pronounced by the great 
Oracle of modern Politicks, the ſage Monteſguieu, to be the ſure 
and convincing Prognoſtick of the Diſſolution of the Liberty of 
this Country, when the legiſlative ſhall become as corrupt as the 
executive Body. Actum eft de Republicd. 

It hath been conjectured, that he plunged into the American 
War point blank againſt his own Opinion. This deepens his Cul- 
pability exceedingly; to act boldly and decidedly againſt the ſtrong 
Remonſtrances of Conſcience, argues much Depravity of Heart. 
Why did he conſent to be the oſtenſible Leader of a Meaſure he 
knew to be deſtructive to the Intereſt of his Country ? Why did 
he not reprobate the Idea, and reſign ? The deteſtable Miniſters of 
old, the Veres and the Spencers, the infamous Miniſters of more 
modern Date, the Buckinghams and Straffords, reſolutely and with- 
out Reſerve perſevered in a Line of Conduct declaredly ſubverſive 
of the Conſtitution : They were checked in their Career, and 


puniſhed. This Man, by a Colluſion of Behaviour unexampled, 
with a Speciouſneſs of Probity wonderfully captivating, hath 


found Means ſo far to dazzle the Eyes, and lull the Underſtand- 
ings of the Guardians of the People, that a great Majority of 
them have not only connived at, but co-operated with him, in 
promoting his pernicious Schemes. This ſome may impute to 
ſecret Influence, to Douceur, to the venal Principle of Accommo- 
dation; but for the Honour of our Countrymen, we ſhall con- 
clude it to be totally owing to the uncommon Deception, and ſu- 
preme Duplicity of the Man. Be that as it may, his ------- will 
deſcend to Poſterity, with ſuch flagrant Conviction of Miſconduct, 
ſo big and heavy loaden with dreadful Events, that the Readers of 
the Tranſactions of preſent Times will inſtantly conclude, without 

doing 
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doing the leaſt Violence to their Judgments, that the worft 
that have diſgraced this Kingdom by bad Management, 
are Feathers in the Scale of malignant Influence, when compared 
with him. 

It hath long been a favourite Obſervation with this Gentleman, 
in a certain great Aſſembly, that Great-Britain never exerts her- 
ſelf to the full Extenſion of her Faculties, till in the Hour of 
Diſtreſs? Was the Diſtreſs of this Nation ever greater than at 
preſent? At what Period ſince the Conqueſt did we labour under 
ſuch a Complication of Misfortunes? Hath the noble — de- 
ſignedly trifled with the Kingdom, plunged it into Difficulties, in 
order to ſhow his Adroitneſs and Ingenuity in extricating it from 
the Gulph? The increaſed Hilarity of his Countenance, and the un- 
common Vivacity of his Mien, that diſcover themſelves when about 
to unfold ſome dreadful Diſaſter that hath befallen his Country, 
would ſeem to authoriſe this Conjecture, but for the Credit of Hu- 
manity we will impute this ou7re eccentrick Deportment to an 
Affectation of falſe Spirits, and to the Tartoofe Principle ſo predo- 
minant in his Character. His Friends extol him exceedingly for 
ſettling the Lib Affairs ſo judiciouſly, and with ſo much Facility; 
they are profuſe in his Panegyrick on this Point. It was impoſſi- 
ble for the Intellect of the dulleſt Samoeide to have doubted one 
Moment what Line of Conduct was proper to purſue on this Oc- 
caſion. It would have been Madneſs extreme, reſiſting a Torrent, 
fighting a Whirlwind, to have oppoſed them. Will the Sugar 
Plumb of 1r:/þ Accommodation ſweeten the Bitterneſs of this long 
1 ? Shall one Act of common Senſe atone for ſeven 
Years Infatuation? Can any Thing ſhow his Inability ſtronger 
than that this Nation ſhould be ſunk fo low, and become ſo hum- 
ble under his --------------, as to be obliged to obey the Mandates 
of Ireland? ; 

I have no Spleen to the Man, confeſs to have had a Predilec- 
tion in his Favour, have ſhed the Unction of Applauſe over his 
Conduct, with many other of my miſguided Countrymen ; but 
the Engliſtman who can applaud him now, muſt be under a Ne- 
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ceſſity of forfeiting his Underſtanding, and labour under the 
ſame Deprivation of Mind as the Philoſopher of old did, who 


maintained that Snow was black, Fire cold, and Pain Pleaſure. 


The Fate of this Kingdom entirely depends on the ſpeedy Ac- 


compliſhment of the three following great Ends: The Diſmiſſion 


of all weak incompetent Men from the Helm, a general national 
Oeconomy, and the Humiliation of the French Fleet. The two 
laſt Circumſtances can never take Place, unleſs the firſt Meaſure 
is previouſly adopted. The old Leaven ſuffered to remain, will 


infallibly corrupt the whole Maſs, and terminate in Deſtruction. 


The Times demand Vigour, Spirit, and Deciſion. The deplora- 
ble and reduced State of the Finance, requires the utmoſt Atten- 
tion to the Expenditure of the publick Money ; nothing leſs than 
the Ability and Honeſty of a Su/ly can poſſibly ſave us. If the 
Bourbon Flag is permitted triumphantly to ride the Ocean this 
Year as it was laſt, this Nation inſtantly loſes all its Conſequence 


and Importance by Sea, and labours under the monthly Dread of 


becoming a foreign Conqueſt. It was the Navy that firſt raiſed 
us from a paltry inſignificant Ifland, to a great flouriſhing King- 
dom. The Navy now muſt redeem us in this Hour of Peril. 


Delenda eſt Carthago was the patriot Doctrine of Rome. The 
Humiliation of the French Fleet is the true patriot Principle of 


this Country. The Carthaginians were wholly a commercial Peo- 
ple. The great God of their Affections was Money; here cen- 
tered all their Endeavours ; this was the attractive Loadſtone of 
the Nation. They were proud of their Navy, vain and preſump- 
tuous on their former Succeſſes by Sea, and deeming themſelves 
the peculiar Favourites of Neptune, they thought themſelves in- 
vincible. Every Thing was venal at Carthage, publick Offices 
were bought and ſold like Commodities in the Market. The great 
Appointments to Army and Navy, were granted according to 
Connection and- Influence, not according to Merit. They were 
Wſolent in Proſperity, but mean and diſpirited in Diſtreſs. The 
national Debt was enormous, and perpetually increaſing, from 
the improvident Management of the Directors, but 3 
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l 
of . Individuals was immenſe. The publik Spirit, which origi- 
nally raiſed them to Empire, was totally extinguiſhed, and the 


Commonwealth was nothing but a Hot-bed, teeming with Faction. 
The Romans were brave, united, and enterprizing ; Contemners 
of Wealth and Traffick, but Bigots and Enthuſiaſts to Honour 
and military Reputation. The Spur to the Carthaginian was Lu- 
cre, the Spur to the Roman was Fame. A mutual Antipathy pre- 
vailed between the two Nations. 

It would be degrading my Countrymen moſt ſignally, to com- 
pare them with Carthaginians; and it would be exalting Frenchmen 
far beyond their Merits, to call them Romans : But is there not 
ſome Similitude of Character between the different Nations? If 
the great Outlines are not perfectly correſpondent, are there not 


ſtriking Likeneſſes? Are not modern Engliſbmen at leaſt as much 


devoted to the ſordid Principles of Lucre, as they are to the Prin- 
ciples of Honour and Honeſty? Are they not ſtrangely corrupted 
and degenerated of late Years? Do not they preſume too much on 
their former Triumphs by Sea, and are they not too negligent of 
their preſent precarious inſular Situation ? 
ls not the Kingdom diſtracted by Party? Hath Merit its proper 
Patronage? Doth not a ductile. Majority carry every Point, how- 
ever inimical to the Intereſt of the Country, that the Wantonneſs 
of Power can dictate, or the Caprice of Office ſuggeſt? Are the 
Country Gentlemen thoroughly awakened from their Dream of 
American Conqueſt ? Do they properly conſider on what ſlippery 
Ground the Conſtitution ſtands ? The rankeſt Prejudice muſt al- 
low, that the French are a brave and gallant People. The great 
martial Qualities, Temperance and Reſolution, they poſſeſs in an 
eminent Degree. Their Reſources are prodigious, their Oeco- 
nomy exemplary. They hate the Engliſb as bad as the Carthagi- 
nians did the Romans, and have vowed our Deſtruction. This 
Nation hath been for Centuries the chief controuling Spoke 1 in 
the Wheel of French Ambition, and we have plunged them into 
the Duſt more than once. The conſcious Recollection irritates 
them to Revenge, and they all pant for Retaliation. T heir ef 
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of Politicks is greatly altered of late Years: The romantick Idea 
of continental Conqueſt hath totally ſubſided, and the Conqueſt 
of England is the directing Plan of the Cabinet. They know that 
nothing can accompliſh this End but a ſuperior Navy; this Point 
they labour unremittingly ; here reſts all their Pride and Am- 
bition. Are not theſe alarming Truths? Should they not rouze 
Engliſhmen into Vigilance and Attention ? Or will they ſtill _P 
on the Brink of a Precipice ? | 

A great Nation ſhould never deſpond, in the moſt calamitous 
Circumſtances; it is ſhameful even in an Individual. This Coun- 
try is yet redeemable, hath Reſources which, if ſtretched to their 
full Magnitude of Force, will reſtore the State to its ancient Vi- 
gour and Splendor, It is not the Diſorder, dangerous as it is, 
that will ruin us; it is the bungling Phyſician, unacquainted with 
proper Remedies, who will undo us if longer employed: It is not 
the heavy Load of Misfortune, incumbent on the Nation, that 
will fink it; it is the unfortunate Hand that hath brought theſe 
Misfortunes on us, that will finally bury us, if ſtill permitted to 
hold the Direction. 
New Meaſures will naturally accompany the Appointment 1 
new Men; Confidence will ſucceed to Deſpondency ; good Spirits 
are ſtrong Symptoms of enſuing Succeſs. Armies of Soldiers will 
chearfully undertake the moſt hazardous Enterprizes, under able 
and prudent Generals; but when they know they are commanded 
by effeminate puſillanimous Officers, they go reluctantly to the 
Field, and ſcarce ever accompliſh any thing great and conſpicu- 
ous. It is the ſame with Nations: If the People have a Confi- 
dence in their Governors, they will exert every Nerve of their 
Abilities to ſupport them; but when they know them by fatal Ex- 
perience to be weak and imprudent, when bad Management, and 
a long Series of Unſucceſs, loudly trumpet their Inability to the 
World, they pay their Money with Murmuring and Diſcontent, 
and foredoom every Undertaking to certain Miſcarriage, influ- 
enced by the ſtrong prepoſſeſſing Idea of antecedent Miſconduct. 
They reaſon well. The preſent! Moment is important. No bar 
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neſt Man ſhould be filent or inactive. Lukewarmneſs is the Child 
of Phlegm and Diffidence, and ought to be univerſally abomi- 
nated. The very Exiſtence of the Country is at Stake. The 
Bourbon Spirit is ſufficiently known. It is their fixed determined 
Plan to humble the Britiſb Nation. Supineneſs and Diſunion 
will infallibly ruin us. Ambition and Contention amongſt the 
great, for the Emoluments of Government, hath been the pri- 
mary Cauſe of the Ruin of moſt Nations; it deſtroyed the Gre- 
cian Commonwealth, it pulled down imperial Rome, and hath 
long been the Curſe of this Nation. -It is Time now to give this 
Matter up. The Buſineſs at preſent is pro Aris & Focis. Necef- 
fity muſt be the Parent of Reformation. It would be prudent to 
liſten to the Voice of the People; they unanimouſly require Re- 
dreſs, however they may differ in-the Mode of Application, it 1s 
incumbent on their Delegates to enforce their Petitions. There 
is a Fund of good Senſe {till exiſting in this Country, that cannot 
ſuffer itſelf muck longer to be trifled with. The Situation we are 
in, juſtifies the moſt diſmal Apprehenſions, and calls for all the 
combined Strength, Reſolution, and Judgment that is left in the 
Kingdom. One common Danges creates one common Intereſt. 
However widely we may differ in point of Rank and Fortune, we 
are all on Equality in this momentous Conſideration, in being 
Members of the ſame Conſtitution, in being under a mutual Obli- 
gation to ſerve our Country, and in being Engliſbmen. The proudeſt 
Nobleman in the Kingdom weighs no heavier in the Balance of 
Freedom, than the meaneſt Freeholder, as an Individual, and in- 
dependent of Influence, National Bankruptey is of trivial Con- 
cern, when compared with the infinitely more dreadful Conſide- 
ration of national Slavery. * 

It hath been aſſerted with Confidence, but not with any great 
Compaſs of Knowledge in Hiſtory, or Judgment in the Revolu- 
tions and Changes of Mens Tempers and Manners, that there is 
a certain ſomething in the Genius of this Iſland that can never 
ſubmit to Slavery; that there is a certain Spirit belonging to an 
Engliſbman, ſo indignant on the moſt diſtant Apprehenſions of 
Subjugation, that can never be extinguiſhed, This Principle is 
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laudable, as long as it ſerves to keep up the Tone and Vigour of 


the Conſtitution, and contributes to animate the Courage of In- 
dividuals; but when it operates as an Opiate on the Feelings of 
the People, and lulls them into a fatal Security and Inattention, 
on the vain Preſumption of being ſuperior to all the World in 
Merit and Manhood, it is big with dreadful Conſequences, and is 
a flat Contradiction to Fact and Truth. Did not the Romans 
ſeize the Iſland? Have we not been invaded by Danes and Saxons ? 
Are we not now the contaminated Reliéts of the Norman Con- 
queſt? When was this Nation in ſuch imminent Danger of be- 
coming a foreign Acquiſition ? Have we not the whole formidable 


Houſe of Bourbon to oppoſe us, and ſtill to accumulate our Diſ 


treſſes, the Weight of America thrown into the adverſe Scale? 


Where is the Genius and Spirit of ancient Greece ? What 1s be- 


come of their Heroes, Sages, and Orators ? They are menial Ser- 


vants to the grand Turk. Where are the Cato's and Scipio's of 
Rome? Are they not now ſinging on the Britiſb Theatre? Do not 
they groan under eccleſiaſtical and civil Tyranny ? 

It behoves us likewiſe to be alert and vigilant in our preſent 
Situation, and not ſlumber with the Dagger of Deſtruction at 
our Throats. To preſume on paſt Succeſs, and quondam Merit, 
is the Dotage of old Age. Deciſive Conduct and manly Reſolu- 
tion alone can ſave us. There have been many untoward Cir- 


cumſtances; which have happened in the Courſe of a few Years, 


which have greatly contributed to precipitate our Humiliation, 
and mark us with the Brand of Reprobation. The flagitious Af- 


fectation of laughing at every Effort of national Virtue, and the 


ſettled Purpoſe of a certain Body of Men to decry and hunt down 
every Attempt to publick Reformation, the Moment that it hath 
ſtarted up, are melancholy Symptoms of bad Times, and give 


. diſmal Aſſurances of a ſtrange and rapid Alteration in the Tem- 


pers and Diſpoſitions of this once candid and liberal-minded 


Nation. 


Fevers are ſometimes advantageous to the human Syſtem : They 


Purge and carry off the peccant Humours of the Body, cleanſe the 
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"Conſtitution, and reſtore the Patient to Health and Vigour. Con- 
vulſions in States have frequently the ſame ſalubrious Effects: 
They act like Thunder on corrupted Air, and purify by Agita- 
tion and Tumult. To this Principle we are indebted for our 
preſent Tenure of Freedom. A Fracture conſolidated, gains 
double Strength. It is poſſible that the Situation we are in may 
produce a Reformation, a Change of Men and Meaſures, which 
may ultimately be of Service to the Cauſe of Liberty, But will 
-this diſtant Idea give Abſolution to the Authors of our preſent 
Calamities? Is it wiſe ſtill to keep them in Employment? Is not 
the national Verdict of Incapacity unanimouſly againſt them ? 
The damnable heretical Doctrine that hath been ſo induſtri- 
ouſly ſpread and widely diſſeminated over the Kingdom, that the 


X. is his own M-------, is apparently the Imp of State Fineſſe. 


It is an inſidious Attempt to take off Culpability from the official 
Servant, and lay it on the Shoulders of the Maſter. Reſponſibi- 
lity muſt exiſt ſomewhere. The K- is exempted by the Conſti- 
tution. The Delicacy of the Law takes great Care of the Perſon 
of the Prince, and abſolves him from Government-Errors, where 
Fundamentals are not concerned. Reſponſibility, therefore, reſteth 
totally on the M-------. They are accountable for all Miſma- 
nagement. To them muſt be imputed the Loſs of America, the 
Capture of the Iſlands, the Decreaſe of Trade, the alarming 
Magnitude of the French Fleet, the Accumulation of Taxes, the 
Ferment in the Nation for Redreſs, the Diminution of Property 
by the Downfall of Rents, the Scarcity of Specie, with all the 
huge Train of Ills that oppreſs and almoſt weigh down the 
Nation. 

The Scotch Doctrine, or rather the ingenious Scoteb Comment, 
on the Sacredneſs of the Civil Liſt, and the inſidious Attempt to 
give it the Stability and Permanency of private Property, might 
have gained Proſelytes in the rank Days of the Stuarts, but muſt 
meet with the Abomination of every modern Engliſhman, who 
pins his political Creed of the Revolution, and wiſhes well to the 
future Welfare of this Country, The hotteſt Bed of paſſive 
Obedience 
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Obedience and Non- reſiſtance never produced an Idea of more 
malignant Tendency. It contains more Deſpotiſm in it than the 
pretended Right of Ship-Money by Charles, or than the uſurped 
. diſpenſing Power of James. It is the very Sperm and Quinteſſence 
. of Jacobitiſm. If a ſenſible and frugal P----- has no Power of 
. cancelling the Decrees of a venal and improvident P---------, 
3 there is at once an End of the Britiſb Conſtitution. Suppoſe, 
'F for Inſtance, the preſent good-natured P. ſhould increaſe 
the Civil Liſt to two Millions a Year, would not a future 
. P--------- have a Right to abrogate this Act? Can there exiſt a 
4 Doubt on this Point? It is therefore in the Power of P 
i | either to increaſe or diminiſh the Civil Liſt, as 1t ſhall appear to 
; | them moſt expedient for the Welfare of the Country. 
1 The ſupreme Authority of this Kingdom, after the Abdication 
| of James, conſiſted in the Majority of the two Houſes. They 
gave the Crown to Villiam conditionally. His Succeſſors hold 


"4p the Tenure of Royalty on the ſame Principles, and that 1s on mu- 
1 tual Compact. It is no Diſhonour to the K--- to be called the 
4 Servant of the People; it is by far a more glorious Title than that 

of great Mogul or grand Signior. He is as much obliged by the 
| Spirit and Letter of the Conſtitution, not to abuſe his Authority, 


as the People are obligated to Loyalty. 

The fooliſh Ambition and indecent Eagerneſs in the Tools of 
Power, to erect the Partition-Wall between King's Friends and 
25 the Body of the People, is a moſt dangerous Schiſm in the politi- 
76 cal Doctrine of this Country, productive of much Miſchief, and 
I hath greatly contributed to agitate and inflame the Nation. Are 
5 not K--- and People as intimately blended together as Body and 
6) 3 Soul? Is it poſſible to be the Friend of one, without being at the 
. ſame Time the Friend of the other? Is not this Faction in its firſt 

Vehemence, to preſume to a Monopoly of the good Opinion of 
the ----? Doth not the unlucky Diſtinction make him a Party 
Man, the worſt poſſible Character in an Engliſp M------- ? Doth 
it not make him the inſignificant Head of a paltry Junto, who 
ought to be the Commander in Chief, and the Life and Soul of 
one 
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one co-operating Whole? To declare with $------- that the K 
hath not Influence enough, 1s to ſwear that the Roman Catholick 
Religion hath not Pomp and Ceremony enough in it. To affirm 
that the K- is the only Patriot in the Kingdom, is the groſſeſt 
Defamation on the Dignity of the People, and the moſt atrocious 
Inſult on Majeſty, that ever eſcaped the Lips of the moſt virulent 
Enthuſiaſt of Party. Is it any Glory to be Chief over a worth- 
leſs Banditti? Is it any Compliment to the K--- to make him 
Supreme over a Set of Wretches diveſted of Probity, with not 
one Ray of virtuous Accompliſhment belonging to them? Was 
there ever publiſhed a Libel of more complicated Malignity ? Po- 
litical Jealouſy is the Zeſt and Spirit of the Engliſh Conſtitution; 
it keeps the component Parts of the State active and alive, which 
- otherwiſe might become ruſty and inert. 
Much hath been ſaid of the Licentiouſneſs of the Preſs : It 1s 
productive of infinitely more Good than it is of Evil. It may 
hurt the Individual, but it is the Preſervative of the Publick. It 
may wound Merit, but it is the Whetſtone of Liberty. It is the only 
Awe-commanding Rod, that hangs over the Head of proud over- 
bearing Authority, which always naturally tends to Deſpotiſm. 
It is the popular Alarum, that-rouzes the Watchmen of the 
State, calls them to Duty, and ſubjugates their Conduct to Seru- 
tiny. Would it be prudent in Egypt to complain of her Nile be- 
cauſe it produces Monſters as well as Fertility and Plenty? Would 
it be wiſe in an Inhabitant of the Earth to damn the Sun, becauſe 
it ripens Poiſons as well as Flowers, becauſe it brings forth the 
deadly Nightſhade as well as Wine, Oil, and Corn? 

The Idea of totally aboliſhing Crown Influence, is a wild 80 
leciſm in Politicks: As long as there exiſts an Authority in the 
Crown to nominate to Offices, there muſt exiſt an Influence. In- 
fluence is the neceſſary incidental Conſequence of Appointment; 
The Monſter Prerogative was quelled at the Revolution, and ſtript 
of its moſt malignant Properties. Another Monſter, equally tre- 
mendous in Mien and Aſpect to the Genius of this Ifland, hath 
ſince that Period grown up, and like a huge Coloſſus beſtrides 
the 
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the Kingdom at large, and will infallibly cruſh” the Remains of 
Liberty, unleſs ſpeedily. checked. 'This 15 the Monſter of official. 
Influence. Every new Tax gives Vigour to it, every Increaſe in 
the Army or Navy widens its Circumference. It grew up with 


the national Debt, and hath ſwelled in the ſame Proportion of 


Magnitude. - A free and independent Parliament is the Fondling 
of Idea, but I fear can never be the Child of Reality, it is im- 
poſſible; as long as lucrative Appointments are in the Power of 
the Crown, the Spirit of Influence muſt operate. Diveſt the 
Crown of the Power of official Appointments, and you inſtantly. 
annihilate all its Authority. It is the Buſineſs of Freedom, there- 
fore, to narrow this enormous Power as much as poſſible, as far 
as is conſiſtent with the Dignity of Prerogative. It is the Buſineſs 
of Freedom to aboliſh all unneceſſary Offices, to ſtrike off all 
uſeleſs unmerited Penſions, to exclude all Dependants on the 
Crown from the Legiſlature, particularly to ſhorten the Period of 
Repreſentation. Short Repreſentation is the Life and Soul of 
Liberty. Corruption hath not ſuch Opportunities of feathering 
her Neſt, and ſtriking deep Root. For this Reaſon triennial 
Parliaments are better calculated for the Cauſe of Liberty than 
ſeptennial. The Athenian Senate was choſen annually, and that 
of Venice the ſame. The Deputies that compoſe the States of 
Holland are revocable at Pleaſure. To obviate the dangerous 
Conſequences of long Repreſentation, after the Revolution was 
eſtabliſhed the triennial Act. The Reſtleſſneſs of Party and Po- 
piſh Intrigue made it then expedient to extend that, but why all 
ſubſequent Parliaments to ſeven Vears? It was then contendeqd, 
that the Preſervation of the Proteſtant - Succeſſion demanded that 
Meaſure ; but that being now moſt amply ſecured in the preſent 
Family, what decent Reaſon can be given for the Continuation 
of the ſeptennial Act? Doth it not directly militate againſt the 
Spirit of the Conſtitution ? Doth it not greatly contribute to the 
Propagation of Influence? Is it not a manifeſt Depredation. on 
the Liberty of the Subject ? Parliaments are Bleſſings or Curſes, 


in Proportion to their good or bad Conduct, They operate on 


the 
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the Body politick, as Mercury does on the Body natural; in the 
Hands of an able Practitioner, it works Wonders, and is produc- 
tive of the moſt ſalubrious Effects; but under the Direction of an 
ignorant Quack, or vain Empirick, what Havock and Devaſta- 
tion doth it occaſion in the Conſtitution of the tortured Patient? 
There are certain ſtated Rules by which the Merit or Demerit of 
Parliaments may be eaſily aſcertained; when all their Acts and 
Reſolutions are manifeſtly calculated for the Good of the Commu- 
nity; when no more of the publick Money is granted than is 
neceſſary for the Intereſt, Honour, and Reputation of the King- 
dom; when Enquiries into the State of the Nation are not only 
ſuffered but encouraged by the M------r ; when plain and dictinct 
Accounts of the Expenditure of the annual Supplies are regularly 
delivered in, and readily granted when called for; when Mem- 
bers, though in Office, ſhow their Independence by dividing 
againſt the Court Party in unconſtitutional Queſtions, and are 
not turned out of their Places merely for giving a Vote according 
to their Conſcience ; theſe are ſtrong Proofs of an honeſt well- 
meaning Parliament, and an upright A------------n : But when 
they implicitly follow the Mandates of one Man ; when, like a 
Flock of Sheep, they tamely and determinately follow the Bel- 
weather of the Herd in every Motion, in all Directions right or 
left, backwards or forwards, through thick and thin ; when they 
laviſhly give away the People's Money, without Examination and 
due Conſideration of the Expediency and Neceſſity of the Grant; 
when they precipitately ruſh into unjuſtifiable Wars, without re- 
flecting on the poſſible fatal Conſequences; when they do all in 
their Power to exalt the Prerogative, and depreſs the Franchiſes 
of the People; are they not rather Curſes than Bleſſings? What 
ſhall we ſay of the Parliament that made Royal Edits equivalent 
in Power to Acts of Legiſlature ? Of that which knocked down 
Monarchy and Epiſcopacy at a Blow, and voted themſelves per- 
petual ? Of the penfioned Parliament of Charles the Second, that 
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To ſay that the preſent ---------- 1s. the moſt venal and proſti- 
tuted that ever diſgraced the Annals of this Country, would: un- 
doubtedly and with Reaſon be deemed the Malice and Madneſs of 
Party ; but this we may. venture to affirm, with the Evidence of 
Truth on our Behalf, that few have been more complaiſant to the 
Solicitations of the M-----=-, and none. for profuſe. in Grants to 
the Demands of the Treaſury. 

It will probably be ſuppoſed by the Reader of the above Ob- 
ſervations, that the Author is a ſanguine Minority Man, and far 
gone in the Phrenzy of Party; by no Means, he hath no particu- 
lar Connection with any one Set of Men, and repudiates the Idea 
of being a Slave to any one Syſtem. It is his Opinion, that the 
Man, who precipitately runs. into the Extremes: of either Line, 
mult. forfeit the Integrity of his Underſtanding, if not reſign his 
Honeſty. There are doubtleſs: Men of Senſe, Candour, and 
Spirit, both in and out of Power. There are Tories who would 
not wiſh to ſtretch the Prerogative into Deſpotiſm ; and there are 
Whigs who would not wiſh to caſtrate Royalty 1 into the Inſignifi- 
cancy of a Doge of Venice. 

To plunge headlong into any political Sect with the ſame blind 


Reſignation and paſſive Obedience as a credulous Monk does into 
his Order, ſhows a Tameneſs of Spirit derogatory to the Dignity 


of Man. When the two leading Parties draw ſuch violent Lengths 
as to endanger a Convulſion of the State, it is moſt devoutly to be 
wiſhed by every unprejudiced Man, that a third Party would ſtart 
up, able and willing to fave the Nation, and reſcue it out of the 
Hands of evident Ignorance on the one Side, and perhaps too 
much popular Preſumption on the other. It is immaterial to the 


People who governs them, whether a R -m, a S------2e, a 


N----, the D--n of G--------r, or 7. K--ch, provided they 

are ably and honeſtly governed. Judgment and Spirit are neither 

Whig nor Tory, are the Monopoly of no Party, but the joint 

Patrimony of all Engh/bmen. More Reſpe&t muſt be had to 

Merit, and leſs Attention paid to Gradation, if we would wiſh to 

emerge from the Gulph of e we are now ſunk 1 
| Searc 


n, 

Search then for Merit wherever it is to be found; the Neceſſity of 
the Times never demanded a larger Produce. Take it from the 
Dunghill, if it cannot be found in Palaces. If his ------- could 
find a Marlborough or a Wolfe ſkulking amongſt the Serjeants of his 
Guards, would it be any ' Diſhonour to the Commander in Chief 
to be ſuperſeded by a Man of ſuch ſingular Eminence? If he could 
find a Neckar in he loweſt Ranks of the Treaſury, would it not 
be. prudent in him to make him firſt Lord.of the Treaſury? Too 
much Attachment to Precedence, and the Etiquette of the Service, 
hath been the fatal Rock on which many of our Undertakings have 
ſplit. Ridiculous is the Idea, that long training alone will 
make an accompliſhed Officer. What training had Julius Cæſar 
before he was near forty? In what military School did Cromwell 
receive his Education previous to his Command in the Parliament 


Army! ? Men may outlive their Judgment, Spirit, and Reputation. 


It is poſſible for the ſame Man to be an Achilles at thirty, and a 
mere Ther/ites at fifty. To be ſuch Bigots to regular Succeſſion as 
to devolve the Command of Fleets and Armies on Age and Infir- 
mity, on Gout and Lethargy, merely out of Reſpect to Seniority, 


is to expect Agility in Paralyticks, Weour! in lpotency, and clear 
Intellects in Lunaticks. 


It was a glorious Obſervation of Fa of Caſtile, that he feared 
the Curſe of the People more than he dt did the Arms of his Ene- 
mies. It would be proper to attend to the Excellence of this Say- 
ing; it contains wholeſome Admonition, The whole End of 
Government is the Felicity of the People. There is a Family 
Compact equally obligatory between the Party governing and the 
Party governed. To endeavour to diſſolve this Compact between 
them, is high Treaſon againſt the Majeſty of both. When once 
E ſinks into . it ſoon rankles into Hatred; 
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Tory Adminiſtrations have been ever fatal to the Welfare of 
this Country. The Tory Doctrine aſcended the Throne with the 
pedant James, and flouriſhed through the v 20le of that puſilla- 
nimous Reign with wonderful Increaſe. How aptly was he de- 
nominated by the cotemporary Potentates the wiſeſt royal Fool in 
Chriſtendom ? A Tory Adminiſtration brought Charles the Firſt 
to the Block. A Tory Adminiſtration would have. willingly made 
his Succeſſor abſolute. Tory Principles precipitated James into all 
his Popiſh arbitrary Meaſures. A Tory Junto concluded the in- 
glorious Peace at the latter End of Queen Anne's Reign. Tory- 
iim negotiated the Peace of Paris, and hath governed this Coun- 
try ever ſince that memorable Period, Can there be more damn- 
ing Proofs of the Inability of this Sect to manage national Af- 
fairs? Should Men of this political Creed be any longer truſted to 
and employed? Yes, fay their Advocates, and they argue thus: 
Oppoſition. is nothing but a factious Combination for Place and 
Authority: Though the Salvation of the State is the ſpecious 
Pretence, lucrative Employment is the attracting Object : More- 
over, it is clear that it is the Intention of Oppoſition to diſmem- 
ber the Prerogative, and to new-model the Conſtitution : Theſe 
being undoubted Facts, would it not be Madneſs in the S-------n_ 
to * himſelf and Kingdom, in this tempeſtuous Conjuncture, to 
the rotten Plank of Oppoſition, that moſt probably will ſink them 
both, and defert his old ſtanch Friends, who are able and willing 
to ſerve both? This is directly the Argument of the ingenious 
Highwayman to the Traveler, Pray, Sir, leave your Watch and 
Money in my Hands, or elſe by G— you will be robbed. Crom- 
avel/'s Friends argued exactly in the ſame Manner. They main- 
tained that it was abſolutely neceſſary for the Good of the State 
that he ſhould be inveſted with ſupreme uncontroulable Autho- 
rity, in order to ſubdue Faction, and to keep out Charles Stuart, 
Was not this deliberately cutting the Throat of the Conſtitution, 
for fear it ſhould periſh in worſe Hands? Was not this commit- 
ting the greateſt, poſſible, real, national Ill, to avoid a remote and 
conjecturable II, never likely to happen? 


The 
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The Parliament, after the Reſtoration, argued with the ſame 
Weight of Reaſon, and in the ſame honeſt conſtitutional Spirit. 
It is expedient, obſerved theſe zealous Loyaliſts, that the King 

ſhould have the Power of levying Supplies, and taxing the K g- 

dom ad libitum by his own Authority alone, to avoid the Danger 

of relapſing once more into an odious tyrannick Commonwealth. 
Would not this Reſolution, if it had taken Place, have made him 
more abſolute. than the Turk? Would it not have cruſhed the 
Conſtitution at a Blow? Is not the worſt conſtituted Republick 
in the World far preferable to eſtabliſhed Deſpotiſm ? Shall we 
then tamely ſubmit to inevitable Ruin, without ſeeking for a Re- 
medy to ſave: ourſelves? Shall Millions be ſacrificed to the Stub- 
bornneſs and Caprice of a few intereſted Individuals? The preſent 
. Syſtem muſt infallibly ruin us, any other might poſſibly ſave us. 
The Myſtery of Government is not ſo great as ſome People appre- 
hend. There are but three Requiſites neceſſary to make a good 
Miniſter of State, and theſe are Judgment, Courage, and com- 
mon Honeſty. Surely there are Numbers of Men in this 
Kingdom who poſleſs theſe Qualities in an eminent Degree; Men 


who have never been held up to the Publick as gifted with un- 
common Endowments. 4506-46 bhf5- 


If the Rage of Party, a and the melancholy Singularity of the 


Times, will not permit us to rely on any one particular Set of 
Men for Salvation, chooſe an A------------n by Ballot: A Change 


at all Events is abſolutely neceſſary. The State eannot much 
longer exiſt in its preſent weak diſtracted Condition, A Change 
from bad to good is moſt devoutly to be wiſhed, by every honeſt 
Man in the Kingdom; but a Change from the worſt poſſible Si- 
tuation into any Situation, muſt undoubtedly be for the better. 
There are many weighty Conſiderations that powerfully preſs this 
Meaſure. America will not accommodate with the preſent Men, 
but might poſſibly be perſuaded into reaſonable Terms by the Me- 
diation of a new. Direction. The Bourbon Family profeſs great 
Eſteem and Reverence for their Abilities, and moſt ſincerely wiſh 
** may long continue in the Regency of this Country. Can 
| there 
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there be two more powerful and ſubſtantia! Reaſons alledged for 
Engliſhmen to reprobate and execrate them? The People can have 
no Confidence in them, ſcared and petrified with the dreadful 
Retroſpect of their paſt Conduct. The monied Men eſteem them, 
as Sharpers and Gamblers do rich Heirs and young Prodigals, 
merely with a View of making them their Culls and Dupes; the 
landed Gentleman damns them for finking his Property at leaſt 
one-fourth. The Army and Navy judge of their future by their 
paſt Conduct. All Europe beholds with Aſtoniſhment, not with 
Pity, the humiliated State of this once illuſtrious Nation, totally 
effectuated by employing ſuch contemptible Inſtruments. The 
---=- himſelf, ex animo, muſt deſpiſe them for ſtripping the royal 
Eagle of his nobleſt Plumage, and leaving him nothing but the 
emaciated Carcaſe of LiTTLE, I wiſh 1 could with Propriety call 
it GREAT-Britain, to ſubſiſt on. 
The Durch are too wiſe and politick to aſſociate themſelves with 
a ſinking Cauſe. The Empreſs of Ry/jia, inſtead of aſſiſting us, 


hath claimed the Supremacy of the Sea. Theſe Circumſtances 


united together form ſuch a Maſs, ſuch a Weight of Reaſons 
againſt the Expediency and Propriety of purſuing the ſame ruinous 
Plans that have hitherto been perſiſted in, that nothing but moſt 
conſummate. Infatuation. both in ---- and People can poſſibly re- 
fiſt them. There is a Crifis in the Health of the Body politick, 
as well as in the Body natural; when the Diſeaſe is at the Height, 


the Patient ſoon mends, or dies. Thank God, the People are 


rouzed, the Danger of an Apoplexy is over. The Life-blood 
begins to circulate through the Conſtitution, and animate the 
whole Syſtem. The long ſtagnated Water of Patience is at laſt 
put into Motion, and if not ſpeedily and judicioufly calmed, moſt 


probably may work itſelf into a Storm. The Conſequences may 


be dreadful. The Sacrifice of a Miniſter may poſſibly not ap- 
peaſe it. All Men complain, all Men fuffer, all Men are alarm- 
ed; Reſentment rages high, the Clouds gather thick from all 
Quarters, and ſeem big with r G__ Event. 


0 


It 


L 0: 


It is the Obſervation of the wiſeſt Man this Kingdom ever pro- 
duced, that Diſcontentments are in the Body politick like to Hu- 
mours in the natural, which are apt to gather preternatural Heat, 
and to inflame. Let no Prince meaſure the Danger, whether 
they be juſt or unjuſt, for that were to imagine People too rea- 
ſonable, who do often ſpurn at their-own Good ; nor yet by this, 
whether the Griefs whereupon they riſe be in fact great or ſmall, 
for they are the moſt dangerous Diſcontentments where the Fear 
is greater than the Feeling. Dolend: modus timend: non item. 
Neither let any Prince or State be ſecure concerning Diſcontent- 
ments, becauſe they have been often, or have been long, and yet 
no Peril hath enſued ; for as it is true, that every Vapour or Fume 
doth not turn into a Storm, ſo it is nevertheleſs: true, that Storms, 
though they blow over often, yet may fall at laſt; and as the 
| Spaniſh Proverb noteth well, The Cord breaketh at abe _ with the 
weakeſt Pull. | 

Deplorable is the Situation of Government, when Poiſon be- 

comes the only Remedy that can ſave it, and Death and Diſſolu- 
tion the only Means of reſtoring it to Health and Vigour. May 
this Country never again experience the dreadful Neceſſity of ſuch 
deſperate Remedies. The very Idea is ſhocking. I ſhall now take 
the Liberty of ſubjoining the political Creed of an honeſt Engli/h- 
man, who feels for his Country, and moſt ny wiſhes it all 
poſſible Succels. 
It is his Opinion, that the civil Conſtitution of this Kingdom, 
conſiſting of the regal, noble, and popular Diviſion, is the beſt 
Model of Government in the World, and far ſuperior to any 
thing we read of in Grecian or Roman Hiſtory, It is the Duty, it 
is a Part of the Religion of every Engliſoman, to keep theſe con- 
ſtituent Parts in due Proportion, and juſt” Symmetry of Order, 
not ſuffering one to treſpaſs on the other in Eſſentials, without the 
moſt determined Oppoſition. He is not yet arrived to that Alti- 
tude of Patriotiſm as to ſuppoſe, with ſome modern Zealots, that 
it is poſſible for the ſame Man to be a moſt conſummate Knave® * 
in private Life, and an immaculate Saint in Politicks. Can a 


Man 
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Man with Propriety be called religious, who daily, nay hourly, 
wolates the Ten Commandments? It is very common for young 
Men of Spirit to be unthinking, wild, and extravagant; and there 
are many Inſtances of Men of this Caſt recovering themſelves, 
and becoming ſhining Ornaments of the Community they have 
belonged to: But a Man who is deliberately and ſyſtematically 
infamous at five and twenty, making no Scruple to proſtitute his 
Honour, forfeit his Word, and to uſe every ſcandalous Method 
to promote his dirty Purpoſes, nothing but a Miracle can make 
honeſt in the ſubſequent Part of his Life. However inſtru- 
mental theſe Men may be in promoting a good Cauſe (and inſtru- 
mental they may be by their Abilities) it would be Weakneſs ſu- 
preme to truſt them with the ſuperior Departments of Govern- 
ment. Naturam expellas furca licet uſque recurret. Would it have 
been prudent in the Romans to have made Catiline their Dictator ? 
He profeſſeth an Abhorrence to all popular Commotions, merely 
for the Sake of perplexing Government; but would prefer Days 
of Anarchy to Days of Deſpotiſm, as there are Hopes of Reco- 
very from the firſt, but none from the laſt dreadful Malady. He 
would rather wiſh that every Drop of Blood in the Kingdom 


ſhould be ſpilt, than to have it governed by a Tiberius, or even an 
Auguſtus. He reveres the Wiſdom of — Anceſtors, that eſta- 


bliſhed annual Parliaments, but is free to declare, that in face 
Romuli he thinks triennial better adapted to the Temper and Diſ- 
poſition of the Times. A ſeptennial Parliament hath been the 
rank Nurſe of all the political Ills this Country labours under. 
Loyalty is undoubtedly, the Duty of every Engliſpman; but with 
humble Submiſſion, he ſuppoſes it to be poſſible for an Engliſb 
Subject to be too loyal. To explain: He thinks it poſſible for a 
King's Friend to have a greater Attachment to the Intereſt of his 
Maſter than is conſiſtent with the Well-being and Spirit of the 
Conſtitution. Were not Laud and Strafford too loyal to Charles 
the Firſt? Was not Wolſey too loyal to Harry the Eighth ? How- 
ever inſultingly Foreigners may talk of the Diſeſteem and Irreve- 
rence which Engliſbmen ſhow to their S-==-=--n, it is evident from 
Hiſtory, 
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Hiftory, that more Ills have happened to this Country from the 
intemperate unconſtitutional Zeal of Individuals, to promote the 
Intereſt of particular Families, than have ever been occaſioned by 
popular Commotions. What Injury did the Gaveſſons and Spen- 
cers do to this Country? What dreadful Havock did Treflian and 
Jefferies commit on the Lives and Properties of the Subjects of 
this Kingdom? Were the Inſurrections of Tyler and Cage half ſo 
deſtructive, half ſo ſubverſive of Liberty? The People of England 
he thinks to be neither deficient in Spirit or Underſtanding ; is it 
not then Madneſs, or ſomething worſe, to treat them as if they 
had neither Senſe to feel, or Spirit to reſent ? There is a huge Dif- 
ference between the ſudden Tumult of a riotous Mob, and the 
calm regular Convulſion of a whole Kingdom: The firſt is eaſily 
quelled, but the laſt is big with dangerous Poſſibilities. 

It hath been obſerved by a ſenfible Foreigner, that the Conſti- 
tution of this Country muſt be immortal, becauſe a wiſe People 
cannot be enſlaved by an Enemy at Home, nor a free People by 
an Enemy Abroad. Rome periſhed, and was it poſſible for her 
to ſubſiſt? Her Plan was univerſal Conqueſt, but not Preſervation. 
England is arrived to ſuch a Paſs, as to be impoſſible for her to 
periſh, becauſe Revolutions, which might have been the Bane of 
her Syſtem, have ſerved only to complete it. The Time ſeems to 
be approaching, which probably may put to the Teſt the Veracity 
of this Obſervation. One thing is certain, there never was a 
Period in the Engliſb Hiſtory when Unanimity was more neceſſary 
than the preſent. There never was a Period when the Foe was 
ſo ſtrong, and ſo determined againſt us. There never was a Pe- 
riod when domeſtick Diſtraction run ſo high. May the Genius 
of the Iſland preſerve us; may the Underſtanding of the ---- be 
ſo far enlightened, as to chooſe the beſt and. choiceſt Spirits of the 
Realm to pilot us through the impending. Storm, and bring the 
tattered Veſſel of Britannia ſafe into Port. 

It 1s poſſible after all, that there may be till Multitudes of 
People in this Kingdom ſo far forſaken by mmon Senſe, fo 
buried in Prejudice, as to expect no Salvation out of the Pale of 

WW the 
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the preſent Direction, no Redemption but in-preſent Men and Mea- 


ſures. Doubtleſs there is as much Blindneſs and Proſtitution of Un- 


derſtanding in the political as in the religious Creed. A Member of 
the Church of England can clearly ſee the Abſurdity of the Popiſh 
Doctrine of Infall:bility, can laugh at the vain Parade and over - 
loaded Ceremonials of that oftentatious Sect, calculated merely to 
amuſe and miſlead their deluded Followers, and to gain Proſe- 
Jytes ; but the zealous Romaniſt eſteems every Article to be the very 
Eſſence of Truth, and the pure unadulterated Mandate of the 
Goſpel. Every Engliſhman, gifted with the common Portion. of 
Intellect uſually beſtowed on Man by Providence, can ſee and de- 
plores the wretched Situation of this Country, and conſequently 
imputes all our Calamities to its true Cauſe, to weak Men, and 
judicious Meaſures ; but the Bigot to A------------n will ſtill 
maintain its Infallibility, and againſt the clear Evidence of his 
Senſes, againſt a heavy Load of crying Facts, will ſtill continue 
to think them the ableſt and beſt accompliſhed Men in the King- 
dom. Whole Nations may be guilty of Suicide, as well as Indi- 
viduals; whole Nations may labour under a wretched Dereliction 
of Underſtanding. The Cappadocians refuſed Liberty when offered 


to them by the Romans. The Jews had Eyes but could not ſee, 
they had Ears but could not hear, Intellects but could not com- 


prehend. Doubtleſs there is a Providence that preſides over the 
Welfare of Nations, as well as over that of Individuals. If the 
People of England ſhould be ſo weak and puſillanimous, and the 
---- ſo anthinking: as to ſuffer the ſame dreadful Syſtem to pre- 
vail which hath fo long governed us, we may fairly conclude, 
that we are a devoted Nation, forſaken by Heaven, and that. 
ſomething more than human Folly impels us to Deſtruction. 


Qed wecel 2 2 nobis fectat Fortuna gubernans, 
Et ratio potius quam res perſuadeat ipſa. LUCRET. 
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Word of ADVICE to the 3 1 — 


ENIUS of England, who, in gloomy Hour, 
Haſt ever friendly ſent thy guardian Pow'r ; 

Who, when the Nation on Perdition's Brink, 

Hath tottering ſhook, juſt on the Point to ſink, 

Haſt ſtill vouchſaf d thy kind propitious Aid, 

The Blow ſuſpended, and the Ruin ſtay'd, 

With languid Eyes, and weak exhauſted Hands, 

Lo! at thy Feet Britannia bleeding ſtands : 

To thee ſhe bends, exert thy Maſs of Strength, 

Stretch every Fibre to its utmoſt Length; 

Let Emulation rouze each glowing Soul, 

Let keen Reſentments o'er each Boſom roll. 

Ne'er ſince the Time of Haſtings bloody Day, 

Did this vex'd Iſland feel ſuch drear Diſmay. 

Ne'er did the Planets, big with angry Fate, 

Frown with ſuch diſmal Aſpects o'er the State. 

When did Court Influence with a Tide ſo ſtrong 

Roll on, and drown all Senſe of Right and Wrong ? 

When did the Treaſury feed ſuch Herds of Slaves? 

When was the Crop ſo 99 of Contr act K 2 


* 
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When did Taxation with ſuch Giant Pride 

Beſtride the Realm, and o'er the People ride? 

ht When did Profuſion with ſuch laviſh Hand 

Iſt The Nation drain, and ſqueeze th'-exhauſted Land? 
5 Lo! from the North of Hope one cheerful Ray 

+ Breaks forth, and promiſes benigner Day ; 

594 The Spirit moves, the Ardour gathers round, 

2H} The Nation's rouzed from her Sleep profound; | | 
| The neighb'ring Counties catch the fpreading * 


1 
14 The Mode, tho different, ſtill the View the ſame, 
11 With one united Voice Redrefs they claim. 

All damn Taxation's high increaſing Load, 

þ The tameſt Ox reſents the too-keen Goad. 

175 The Pull be long, and frong, now pull with all, 
1 See! at your Feet Corruption's Hydre fall. 

17 See! heal'd Britannia, curd of ev'ry Wound, 


Spring like Antæus ftrength'n'd from the Ground, | 
See | new-born Health relume her gladd'n'd Face, 


i | And wonted Valour waſh out paft Diſgrace. 

i f Old Father Thames once more, with ſwelling Pride, 
itt On thy ſmooth Wave ſhall* buly Commerce ride: 
IF Once more ſhall Credit rear her lofty Head, 

15 | And o'er the Funds her ſtrong Palladium ſpread. 


Soon the French Lilies their ſick Heads ſhall droop, 
* Soon the proud Dons to Britiſp Valour ſtoop. 
Rouze, -------- -, rouze, nor longer take the Nap 
15 Of lull'd Security in Folly's Lap. 

1 | Rouze from thy lengthen'd Dream, the Yoke diſdain, 
4 And boldly burſt the mmiſterial Chain. 

it Let thy brave Anceſtors exalt thy Soul, 

Dare be a K---, dare a& without Controul. 

Give up to Vengeance, and the publick Hate, 

The Drones and Waſps of the'long-harafs'd State. 
Probe the ſick Treaſury with keen ſearching Hand, 
And cruſh the hungry Vermin of the Land ; 
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Touch the rank Funto with Tthuriel's Spear, 
Soon in their Shapes the Devils will appear, 
In blazing Day will ſtand th' infernal Crew, 


With their black Hearts all open unto View, 


Like an old Lion worn out in the Strife, 
Drawn to the flimſy Dregs of ebbing Life. 
Lo! at thy Feet, in Majeſty of Grief, 
Thy mangled Country bends, and begs Relief; 
Exert thy Pow'r, call all thy Virtue forth, 

Let ſteady Conduct mark the Man of Worth. 
With bold Hereulean Arm the Taſk complete, 
And cleanſe th' Augean Stable of the State. 
Britannia calls thee by her deareſt Claim, 

Her wounded Honour, and her injur'd Fame. 
She calls thee by the Regent of the Deep, 


Let not Attention oer the Summons ſleep. 


Diſmiſs thy Slaves, thy proud Baſhas depoſe, 
Obey thy People, heal the Nation's Woes. 
Give up the Men by whoſe inglorious Sway 


The crumbling Empire's fritter'd to Decay; 
Eternal Blunder reprobates the Clan, 


And ſure Diſgrace condemns each futile Plan : 
O'er their dim Eyes the Miſt of Error's thrown, 
Infatuation marks them for her own. 

Undone by , ſee! bleeding Albion ſtands, 
Like old Briarius, lopp'd of half his Hands ; 
Torn from the Trunk of the great Parent Tree, 
The mangled Colonies difmember'd ſee 

See! the huge Pile of Fame with Toil immenſe 
Amaſs'd by Pitt, in Freedom's bold Defence, 
Run ſwift to waſte,” and mould'ring into Duſt, 


Like a cruſh'd Bubble, fee! the Phantom burſt. 


Decay of Trade pale Induſtry difarms, 
Fell Bankruptcy devours the plunder'd Farms: 


The 
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The mournful Labourer quits his once-lov d Loom, 
Contempt his Lot, and Poverty his Doom. 

The vanquiſh'd Iſles lo! boaſtful Bourbon takes, 
Whilſt palſey d Britain like a Changeling ſhakes, 
Deſpondency uſurps each gloomy Face, 

No Faith, no Confidence, in Men in Place. 
Mutual Miſtruſt, with ſad Forebodings fraught, 
Spreads o'er the Realm the diſmal Hue of Thought; 
And pregnant Fancy, big with imag'd Woe, 
Already loſt, anticipates the Blow. 

Theſe are thy Triumphs, -----, to thee we owe 
This Change of Garland on en s Brow ; 
Mournful and fad ſhe wears the Willow now, 

So late triumphant with the Laurel Bough, 

So late victorious in War's rude Alarms, 
Bellona's Pride, the Flow'r of martial Arms. 
Treſilian was the Curſe of Richard's Reign, 

A venal Dudley was old Harry's Stain. 

In Charles's Days, ſee! daring Strafford urge 
With ruthleſs Rage the miniſterial Scourge. 

In James's Reign, ſee! bloody Feffertes drudge, 
Debaſe the Man, and proſtitute the Judge. 

Born to ſeduce a mercenary Age, 

How ſubtle Malpole ſwell'd Corruption's Rage? 
Heaven yet unſated with Br:#annia's Woe, 

To make the Cup of Bitterneſs o'erflow, 

To give the Vengeance an unbounded Sway, 
Produc'd a ----- to darken -------'s Day; 
Scatter'd the dreadful Viſitation wide, 

And needs no Rod but ----- to ſcourge our Pride. 
Is there no choſen Curſe by Heav'n inſpir'd 
With tenfold Rage, by. all the Fur ies fir d, 

To blaſt the Man who in his Country's Spite N 
Still . in Wrong, and ſwears tis Right? 


1 
Who ſhuts his Eyes againſt the broadeſt Day, 
Still ſlumbers on, and loves to go aſtray ? 
Proud Buckingham, on Tyrant Meaſures bound, 
Felt gloomy Felton's Spleen- directed Wound. 
Plung'd from the Summit of Ambition's Height, 
Like a huge Meteor Wolſey funk to Night. 
De Wits, cut off by a tremendous Doom, 
Show'd how an angry People dare preſume. ' 
Theſe ſhine Examples o'er th' hiſtorick Page, 
Portentous Warnings to each rolling Age, 
To caution Miniſters, and let them know, 
Though Kings protect, Reſentment ſtrikes the Blow. 
Say, ſhall we then deſpond ? in Sorrow's Gloom 
Sink ſilent down, and trembling wait our Doom? 
Shall Britain, paſſive to th' impending Stroke, 
Like a tame Bullock take the ſlaviſn Yoke ? 
From this fam'd Ifle hath Virtue wing'd her Flight, 
Spread total Darkneſs round, and dreary Night ? 
In this rich Soil, fo fertile once in Merit, 
Say, doth there dwell no great ſuperior Spirit ? 
No guardian Angel that can ward the Blow, 
Redeem the Country, and repel the Foe ? 
Yes, there are Men who ſtill deſerve Applauſe, 
Warm Friends to Truth, and bold in Freedom's Cauſe, 
Whom Heav'n illumes with more exalted Fire, 
Greatly to dare, and manfully aſpire ; 
Born to redeem an Age replete with Crimes, 
And make Atonement for the worſt of 'Times ; 
Men form'd by Nature to reform the State, 
Stop falling Vengeance, and reverſe ev'n Fate. 
Then find them out, in them let all confide, 
Be Britons ſtill, the Gods the reſt decide. 
Rouze, ---------, rouze, nor longer take the Nap 
Of lull'd Security in Folly's Lap. Y 


Conſult 
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Conſult no M------r, thy Council call, 
In this black Moment take th' Advice of all : d 
Come forward to thy People, let them know 
Thou art a Man, who dares dull Forms forego; | 
With Indignation baniſh from thy Heart 
The Fiend of Party, let the Hag depart ; 
On the ſtrong Baſe of firm Affection ſtand, 
Old England's Genius takes thee by the Hand, 
To Glory leads thee, let Ambition fire 
Thy rouzed Soul, and like a K — aſpire. 
The Name of B------ once the World could ſhake, 
And make the Giant Forms of Empire quake. 
Thy Soldiers ſtill are brave, they take Delight 
In War's Alarms, and court the crimfon Fight. 

Lull'd in the Aſhes of a languid Sway, 
The Britiſb Spirit long long dormant lay, 
Breaks out by Fits and Starts, in vain confin'd, 
Blaz d at Omoab, at Savannah ſhin'd 
Now ſparkles on the Main, with ſpreading Fame, N 


See | gallant Rodney catch th' heroick Flame; 


Undaunted by Lee-Shore, by Storm, by Night, 
With godlike Zeal he urg'd the Rage of Fight. 
This ſhows to what a ſteady temp'rate Height, 
The Flame would riſe, its Motion pointed right. 
The Maſs of Pow'r's yet great, we want a Head * 
To guide the Hands, Britannia is miſled. 

Goliab with his Bulk inertly ſtrong 

Was not a Match for little David's Thong. 


Conduct alone diſtinguiſhes the Man, 


Fools may be ftrong, but fall for want of Plan. 
New Men muſt wield the Thunder of the Realm, 
New Chiefs command, new Pilots guide the Helm. 


* The Reader will oblerve, that the Author means that the Situation of this 


Country demands an abler M- - at the Head of Affairs. 
With 
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With better Guides, and happier Councils blaſt, is {oo 14nl 7 

Britannia ſoon ſhall rear her droopmg Creſt; -., 

Her Union Croſſes ſnall triumphant Tide 

Once more the Deep, a {well a Ocean's Pride: tt 
1ore her Lion ſhall tremendous roar, Co 4 

4 Wer from Pole to Fole, and ſhake each trembling Shore. ... , 

Lo! ofer the Ifle ftern Neptune ſhakes his Rod, ingd eff =A 

| Obſerve the Mandates of thy guardian God. 

Tacreaſe thy Fleet, the naval Fence prepare, 

Here ſpend thy Treaſure, here expand thy Care; =_ 

Be every Netve of Britiſh Worth apphy ed 

On this grand Point, to-cruſh the Ga/lack Pride. 

Cruſh them, or they'll criſb you, the: Dye is caſt, | ThE 

Bourbon or Brunſwick. #uft deſcend at laſt. 

Peace is inſidious, Life but for a Day, 

The Rod ſafpended falls with heavier £way « 

A lenient Salve upon a Gangrene .plac'd 

Will ſoothe the; Paint, the Ill is not effac'd,, 

With Force redoubl'd breaks th' invenom'd Sore, 

Becauſe the Part is rotten at the Core. 

Britons awake, revenge your Country's Cauſe, 

Kevere your King, defend your State and Laws. 

F orget your Feuds in one great Plan unite, 

And join ouce more the red Roſe with the white. 

Tis Glory calls, tis Honour ſounds th' Alarm, 

In Freedom's Cauſe let every Briton arm; 

Join Hand to Hand, and Breaſt combine with Breaſt, 

The God of Battle muſt decide the reſt. 

And ſure, if aught the Muſe divines aright, 

Te righteous Cauſe ſhould claim the Palm of Fight, 

In vain for Guilt his Sword the brave Man draws, 

Heav'n ſmiles propitious on an honeſt Cauſe. 

Kings are but Men, and Men not always bleſt 


With God's bright Image ſtampt upon their Breaſt, 
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When good, like Phæbus, all the" World they ch 
When bad, the People feel. the Scourge 
Edward was weak, was ſtubborn, and undone, | 8 
Io ſure Deſtruction il-Qarr'd Richard . 5750 
-—  _Otihappy Charles, the Slave of regal Prge ® > 
Commenc d a Tyrant, and the Marty d. 
> The baniſh'd James on P gy : aq 1 
Show'd how an injur'd Nation dares Vela} lt ppc 
Dreadful Examples of the Fates of Kings 
In drear Array portentous Hiſfry bringe 
But ſhould, which Heav't forbid,” ſhould Eiroe gill 15 84 
Miſlead thy Jud and enſnare thy Wil; wi! 18 
Should the ſame Conduct, the fame blaſted Cauſe 
Thy Favour claim, and ſtill extort Applauſe, edn” 5 
What diſmal Days, what Waes will ſoon ſucceed, 22224 
What Scenes of Deatti; and how muſt Aion bleed?! GT 
I ſee old Thames run purple tothe Main, | nd A 
See Seas of Blood, and Mountains of the flain ; 11:68 
See Freedom cruſh'd beneath a Tyrant's Stroke, | . 


And Britons * in a Loop. hop Yoke, 
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